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Getting Started in NSSL 

Richard Leiter’s National Survey of State Laws 
provides an overall view of some of the most 
frequently sought-after and controversial legal 
topics in the United States. This database is 
derived from the print edition’s convenient 
chart format and enables users to make 
basic state-by-state comparisons of current 
state laws. The current 8th edition, along with 
the 7th, 6th and 5th editions, are included in 
database format. Browse the eight major legal 
categories, or browse laws by topic.

Selecting a law from either the list of categories or the list of laws will produce an easy-to-use state by state 
comparison chart which includes the code section and other relevant information pertaining to the law of each 
state. This chart can be manipulated based on the user’s research needs.

1.	 Select one or more states to view the laws for only those states.
2.	 Print or download the chart as a PDF for a handy paper reference.
3.	 Use the toggle icon to show more or less text.
4.	 Click Related Subject Compilations of State Laws Subjects to view a list of corresponding topics in Cheryl 

Nyberg’s Subject Compilations of State Laws.
5.	 Easily view whether or how a law has changed for each state by clicking View Previous under the Edition 

header.
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http://heinonline.org/HOL/Index?collection=nssl&set_as_cursor=clear


Searching in NSSL 

The main search bar and the Advanced Search link located beneath the search bar will search the National 
Survey of State Laws database. Search using several available metadata fields, including keywords, topic, code 
section, state, and edition. Search results can be sorted by relevance, date, and title; results can be refined to 
specific categories, laws, states, and editions using the facets on the left side of the screen. Matching search 
terms will appear bold.

Note that the current edition and the three most recent previous editions are available in database format. Using 
the Advanced Search link will search the 5th, 6th, 7th and 8th editions. 

Clicking any search result will 
pull in the portion of the chart 
that pertains to the result. To 
quickly compare laws between 
states, select additional states 
from the State Filter box and 
click Reapply State Filter. 

To see whether or how a law 
has changed since the previous 
edition of National Survey of 
State Laws, click View Previous, 
which will expand the chart 
to include information from 
available previous editions.
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Print Editions Online 

The HeinOnline National Survey of State Laws collection also includes all previous print editions of this valuable 
title. Although only the 5th, 6th, 7th and 8th editions have been converted into database format, all other prior 
editions are fully searchable and browsable in HeinOnline’s familiar image-based PDF format.

To access all print editions of the National Survey of State Laws, click Browse Print Editions from the upper 
right side of the collection homepage. This will expand all editions and enable users to search within all volumes, 
create eTOC alerts for the title, and set up an RSS feed.

The print editions can also be searched 
using the NSSL Print Ed. Search link, located 
beneath the main search bar at the top of the 
page. This will open search fields that will 
enable users to search the indexed metadata 
and full text of all print editions.

For questions about searching in HeinOnline’s National Survey of State Laws collection, contact the HeinOnline 
Team at (800) 277-6995 or via e-mail or Live Chat.

HeinOnline, a product of William S. Hein & Co., Inc.
2350 North Forest Road, Getzville, NY 14068

(800) 277-6995 | holsupport@wshein.com
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