
The GAO produces:

• Reports and written correspondence
• Testimonies and statements for the record 
• Briefings for congressional staff members
• Legal decisions and opinions resolving bid protests 

and addressing issues of appropriations law

The GAO also possesses certain powers, including:

• Auditing agency operations to determine if federal 
funds are being spent efficiently and effectively

• Investigating allegations of illegal and improper 
activities

• Reporting on effectiveness of government 
programs and policies

• Performing policy analyses
• Outlining options for congressional consideration
• Issuing legal decisions and opinions advising 

Congress and executive agencies on government 
effectiveness and efficiency

ABOUT THE DATABASE

HeinOnline’s GAO Reports and Comptroller General Decisions database contains reports on audits, surveys, investigations, 
and evaluations of federal programs conducted by the United States Government Accountability Office (GAO). All published 
reports, testimonies, correspondence, and special publications are included (products that are restricted or classified are not). 
GAO Comptroller General Decisions contain decisions and opinions issued by the Comptroller General in areas of federal law 
such as appropriations, bid protests, and federal agency rulemaking. 

The Government Publishing Office (GPO) has a partnership agreement with the GAO to provide permanent public access to 
these documents on the GAO website, but HeinOnline’s metadata indexing, plus its fully searchable, user-friendly interface, 
make it simple to browse and search this content.

ABOUT THE GAO

Headed by the Comptroller General of the U.S., the 
Government Accountability Office (GAO) is a legislative 
branch agency which provides auditing, evaluation, and 
investigative services for the United States Congress. 
Formerly known as the Government Accounting Office, the 
GAO was established by the Budget and Accounting Act 
of 1921. This Act required the GAO to “investigate, at the 
seat of government or elsewhere, all matters related to 
the receipt, disbursement, and application of public funds, 
and shall make to the President and to Congress reports 
and recommendations looking to greater economy of 
efficiency in public expenditures.”

NOW AVAILABLE

GAO REPORTS AND
COMPTROLLER GENERAL DECISIONS

Included at no additional charge for HeinOnline Academic and U.S. Core+ subscribers!

MORE THAN 76,000 TITLES AND MORE THAN 2.2 MILLION PAGES
INCLUDED IN THIS DATABASE!



William S. Hein & Co., Inc.
2350 N. Forest Rd. Getzville, NY 14068

Ph: 716-882-2600 • Toll Free: 800-828-7571 • International: +1 716 882 2600 • Fax: 716-883-8100
marketing@wshein.com • heinonline.org

BROWSE CONTENT

At the top of the page, browse titles in GAO Reports 
and Comptroller General Opinions using the A-Z index. 
Alternatively, browse by any of the subcollections 
categorized by selecting the desired tab. The database 
will be updated regularly as new reports and documents 
are made available.

HEINONLINE LIBGUIDES

View the HeinOnline GAO Reports and Comptroller General Decisions LibGuide for database-specific content, search tips, tools, 
features, training materials, and more.

GAO REPORTS AND COMPTROLLER GENERAL DECISIONS

SUBCOLLECTIONS ARE:
• GAO Reports and Comptroller General Decisions
• Books
• Serials
• Legislative Histories
• Congressional Hearings
• Committee Prints
• CRS Reports

For more information about this database, please contact your sales representative or Marketing at 
marketing@wshein.com or 800-828-7571.

SEARCH TIPS

The main search bar is stationary throughout HeinOnline. After entering the GAO Reports and Comptroller General Decisions 
database, the Full Text search tab option on the search bar will search within only this database. Click Advanced Search to 
expand search fields or to perform a more specific or date-limited search. Click Search Help for a quick reference guide to 
commonly used search syntax.

NATURAL LANGUAGE 
PROCESSING & MACHINE 
LEARNING TOOLS

Entities are available within document 
metadata fields and search facets 
in this database. They include topic, 
location, person, and organization, 
which can assist with search and 
discovery. These facets are expandable 
and collapsible and allow users to 
further refine their search results.


