
 
 
 
 

DRONES:  
A LEGAL RESEARCH GUIDE 

 
 
 

By 
 

Carol A. Fichtelman, Esq. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

William S. Hein & Co., Inc. 
Getzville, New York 

2019  



xvii 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 
 
I. INTRODUCTION/OVERVIEW ................................................................. 1 
II. PRIMARY RESOURCES .......................................................................... 5 

A. United States Constitution ...................................................................... 5 
B. Federal Statutes ....................................................................................... 5 
C. Federal Regulations ................................................................................ 8 
D. Federal Agencies .................................................................................. 11 

1. U.S. Department of Transportation .................................................... 11 
2. U.S. Department of the Interior ......................................................... 16 
3. U.S. Department of Defense .............................................................. 18 

E. Federal Case Law .................................................................................. 19 
1. Patent Law – Infringement ................................................................ 20 
2. Administrative Law – Subpoena Power by a FAA and Promulgation  
of Rules ................................................................................................. 20 
3. Contracts/Consumer Law – Fraud & Deceptive Practices .................. 20 
4. Constitutional Law – 1st Amendment Privacy Rights ........................ 21 
5. Constitutional Law – 1st Amendment Commercial Speech Rights .... 21 
6. Constitutional Law – 1st Amendment Freedom of Expression  
Right and 4th Amendment Right Against Unreasonable Seizures ......... 21 
7. Constitutional Law – 4th Amendment Searches & Seizures .............. 21 
8. Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) – Obtaining DOJ Documents  
on Drone Killings .................................................................................. 22 

F. State Laws/Regulations ......................................................................... 22 
G. State Agencies/Institutions .................................................................. 39 
H. Other Countries .................................................................................... 41 

III. SECONDARY RESOURCES ................................................................. 43 
A. American Law Reports Federal, Third Edition ..................................... 43 
B. Legal Encyclopedias ............................................................................. 43 

1. American Jurisprudence, Second Edition .......................................... 43 
2. Corpus Juris Secundum ..................................................................... 43 
3. Wex Legal Dictionary/Encyclopedia ................................................. 43 



xviii 

4. Rupprecht Law P.A. .......................................................................... 43 
C. Wikipedia ............................................................................................. 44 

1. History of unmanned aerial vehicles .................................................. 44 
2. Unmanned aerial vehicle ................................................................... 44 
3. Regulation of UAVs in the United States .......................................... 44 
4. FAA Reauthorization Act of 2018 ..................................................... 44 

D. Congressional Research Service ........................................................... 44 
E. Organizations, Blogs, and Websites ...................................................... 45 
F. Legal Periodical Articles & Books ........................................................ 49 
G. Newspaper, Magazine & Blog Articles ................................................. 51 
H. Law School Databases .......................................................................... 54 
I. Westlaw ................................................................................................. 54 


