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Includes 750+ commitments 
totaling over 3,500 pages

A subnational counterpart to 
official U.S. international 
agreement compilations

Features the full text of hundreds 
of state-level agreements

Award-Winning 
Database of 
State-Level Diplomacy
U.S. states frequently enter into arrangements 
with foreign governments to cooperate on 
issues ranging from economic development to 
environmental protection. This award-winning 
collection of those commitments is the most 
comprehensive of its kind.
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• Professor of Law at Marquette University Law School with a 
J.D. from Stanford Law School

• Teaches and writes on U.S. foreign relations law and 
international law

• Published in the Michigan Law Review, Duke Law Journal, 
European Journal of International Law, and Yale Journal of 
International Law

• Cited in national media outlets, including the New York 
Times, the Washington Post, the Los Angeles Times, The 
Atlantic, and Foreign Policy

Ryan Scoville

Involved every major 
administrative 

agency in each of 
the fifty states

Resulted in more than 
750 U.S. state 
commitments

Filed more than 650 
freedom-of-

information requests

ABOUT THE EDITOR



These state-level agreements 
offer a rare lens into a 
growing, largely unexamined 
dimension of U.S. foreign 
relations.

4 Reasons to 
Study the 
U.S. State 
Commitments

1

2

3
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U.S. states are increasingly shaping 
international policy on issues from trade to 
the environment.

Uncover a growing diplomatic frontier

These commitments often bypass public and 
congressional scrutiny, making them a rare but 
underexamined aspect of state action.

Analyze a hidden practice

Recent commitments are often beneficial, but 
others risk conflicting with federal foreign policy or 
U.S. national interests.

Evaluate real-world impacts

These documents provide valuable insight into how 
constitutional and international law operate in 
practice at the state level.

See law in motion



Navigating 
the Database



Browse by State
Browse by the U.S. state involved in the commitment:

• California (122 commitments)
• Maryland (74 commitments)
• Texas (54 commitments)
• Washington (45 commitments)
• Hawaii (40 commitments)
• New York (36 commitments)
• Michigan (34 commitments)
• Massachusetts (33 commitments)
• Idaho (31 commitments)
• Ohio (28 commitments)
• Nevada (27 commitments)
• Delaware (26 commitments)
• And all other U.S. states



Browse by Country
Browse by the country involved in the commitment:

• China (125 commitments)
• Canada (116 commitments)
• Mexico (72 commitments)
• Japan (66 commitments)
• Taiwan (44 commitments)
• Germany (38 commitments)
• South Korea (36 commitments)
• United Kingdom (36 commitments)
• Spain (26 commitments)
• Israel (24 commitments)
• And 70+ more countries



Browse by Subject
Each commitment has been arranged into 14 subjects:

• Trade & Investment (174 commitments)
• General (165 commitments)
• Environment & Natural Resources (118 commitments)
• Transportation (80 commitments)
• Education (70 commitments)
• Insurance (41 commitments)
• Agriculture (19 commitments)
• Scientific & Technical Cooperation (15 commitments)
• Law Enforcement (14 commitments)
• Emergency Management (12 commitments)
• Miscellaneous (12 commitments)
• Public Health (10 commitments)
• Finance (9 commitments)
• Tourism (7 commitments)



Using the Commitment Index
This powerful tool helps 
researchers locate a commitment 
quickly and intuitively

• Search by key criteria: 
⚬ Keywords (Text)
⚬ State
⚬ Country
⚬ Subject
⚬ Date
⚬ Commitment number
⚬ Title
⚬ Description



Understanding the Metadata

• Commitment Title: Link directly 
to the full-text of the 
commitment

• State: All states involved
• Country: All countries involved 
• Subject: Assigned subject 

category 
• Date Signed: Date commitment 

was signed
• Description: Searchable 

description of the commitment



One-time payment:
$295.00

• Includes access to database and one 
copy of the print version

• Customers will not be invoiced again 
until the next edition is released, which 
is tentatively slated for 3-4 years after 
publication of the first edition. At that 
time, the database will be updated 
with new agreements obtained via 
freedom-of-information requests.

Affordable, 
Long-Term Access
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Questions?

HEINONLINE 
SUPPORT

We have a dedicated Support 
Team on standby ready to assist 
you with any of your questions.

You can also access our robust 
collection of help resources.

(800) 277-6995
holsupport@wshein.com

Live Chat

LibGuides
YouTube 

Videos

Knowledge 
Base

Phone Support



Thank You
(800) 277-6995
holsupport@wshein.com
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