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Award-Winning
Database of
State-Level Diplomacy

U.S. states frequently enter into arrangements
with foreign governments to cooperate on
Issues ranging from economic development to
environmental protection. This award-winning
collection of those commitments is the most
comprehensive of its kind.
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Features the full text of hundreds
of state-level agreements

Includes 750+ commitments
totaling over 3,500 pages

A subnational counterpart to

official U.S. international
agreement compilations




ABOUT THE EDITOR
Ryan Scoville

 Professor of Law at Marquette University Law School with a
J.D. from Stanford Law School

« Teaches and writes on U.S. foreign relations law and
international law

 Published in the Michigan Law Review, Duke Law Journal,
European Journal of International Law, and Yale Journal of
International Law

 Cited in national media outlets, including the New York
Times, the Washington Post, the Los Angeles Times, The
Atlantic, and Foreign Policy

Filed more than 650
freedom-of-
information requests

Involved every major
administrative
agency in each of
the fifty states

Resulted in more than
/50 U.S. state

commitments



4 Reasons to
Study the

U.S. State
Commitments

These state-level agreements
offer a rare lens into a
growing, largely unexamined
dimension of U.S. foreign
relations.

Uncover a growing diplomatic frontier

U.S. states are increasingly shaping
international policy on issues from trade to
the environment.

Analyze a hidden practice

These commitments often bypass public and
congressional scrutiny, making them a rare but
underexamined aspect of state action.

Evaluate real-world impacts

Recent commitments are often beneficial, but
others risk conflicting with federal foreign policy or
U.S. national interests.

See law in motion

These documents provide valuable insight into how
constitutional and international law operate in
practice at the state level.



Navigating
the Database
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Browse by State

Alaska (12)

Browse by the U.S. state involved in the commitment:

S — S ——

i cq I ifo rn iq (.I 2 2 C O m m it m e n tS) Agreement to Establish Sister State/Province Relationship

| between the State of California of the United States of America
— — == ——" - ——0f

+ Maryland (74 commitments) |

. the People’s Republic of China i {

° [}

[ ) I exas (54 COI I .I I .Itl I lentS) The State of California of the United States of America and Guangdong Signated organizations for liaison of both State and Province ||
| |

[

Province of the People’s Republic of China (hereinafter referred to as ‘both for timely and effective communications on matters related

State and Province’), ‘ nce collaboration or of commen interest. Both State and

* Washington (45 commitments) | e | P e
. quqii ( 4 O comm itm e ntS) Cooperation between the State of California of the United States of America '{
« New York (36 commitments)

« Michigan (34 commitments)

Acrete cooperation in the fore-mentioned areas. f
and Guangdong Province of the People’s Republic of China signed on 15" April
2013 in Guangzhou i hall come into force on the day of signing by representatives
) ;. '

’ ints. It will be valid for five years, and remain in force unless |

Considering the importance of enhancing the mutual understanding and fes to terminate it.

friendship between American and Chinese People,

;ncisco on the Twenty-First day of September, 2014, this
\

Believing that developing a close State-Province partnership will be beneficial en in English and Chinese languages, both in duplicate and

| tothe social and economic prosperity of both State and Province, pthentic.
I ,
| - | |
° M h * |  Pursuant to The Three Joint Communiqués and other agreements between the | j
assqc usetts COI I I I I I Itl I le ntS i United States of America and the People’s Republic of China, '! ‘
l 7
1 ‘ Have agreed, through friendly consultations, to enter into Sister State/Province | Prown Zhu Xiaodan .
° i ‘ : \ State of California  Governor of Guangdong Province
| Relationship. | .
{ | fates of America The People’s Republic of China
o . | & According to the principle of equality and mutual benefits, both State and
ot o h Io 2 8 C O I I I I I . I t I I I e n t S Province will proactively push for the growth of two-way trade and investment

by leveraging their advantages and complementary industries, technologies

[ Bl 3

|
!
.i and market opportunities. There will also be joint commitment to concrete

[ J Nequa (27 CO m m itm e ntS) | initiatives in areas including but not limited to science and technological

innovation, low-carbon development, environment conservation, clean energy,

{
| education, training, tourism and cultural exchange.

. Delaware (26 commitments) |
And all other U.S. states e =




Subject

Browse by Country

Argentina (2)
Browse by the country involved in the commitment: Armenia (1)
 China (125 commitments)
° anada (”6 CommrtmentS) Agreement for the Establishment . gﬁzzgz
of a Sister State Relationship 7 M B &
. o between BR¥ S s

° MeX|CO (72 CommltmentS) the State of ldahoofth:n:nueds:a:e-of/\merlca Eg% gg%%%%%
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- South Korea (36 commitments) 5 e o e e bl B ® i Eetidy
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State (U.S.) Country Subject

Browse by Subject

Education (70)

Each commitment has been arranged into 14 subjects:

 Trade & Investment (174 commitments)

 General (165 commitments)

BodenWirtemberg  INternational ZEV Alliance Announcement

« Environment & Natural Resources (118 commitments ok aoie

California
We paorficipants in the Internationel Zero-Emission Vehicle (ZEV) Alliance recognize the
. ° . essential need to reduce greenhouse gas emissions from the transport sedor, in line with
Y T ro n S O rt O t I O n 8 O C O m m I t m e n t S Chile international and national goals, to avoid the worst consequences of climate change. Meeting
p Connecticut  oyr climate change targets will require the development and adoption of vehicle technologies

Costa Rica  that emit no tailpipe pollutants and can be powered by zero carbon energy. These vehicles

Canada

Germany help to improve air quality and increase low-carbon development. International ZEV Alliance
1 n m m 1 Morvland participants are supporting widespread ZEV adoption with innovative investments and
d u C O I O C O I I I I e I I S ’y : policies. Together, we can help accelerate consumer demand that will lower ZEV costs
Massachusetts through economies of scole and expand the range of product lines available to consumers,
Netherlands support technology innovation, raise consumer awareness and acceptonce, ond increase the
New Jersey pace of ZEV infrastructure deployment and investment.

« Insurance (41 commitments) eren b

Norway  We aim to work with all stakeholders toward o collective goal of making oll passenger and
Oregon medium- and heavy-duty vehicle sales in our jurisdictions ZEVs as fast as possible, and no
. ° Québec  loter than 2050. Research now recognizes the need to move to all ZEV sales by 2035 or
(] Ag r I C u | t u re .I 9 C O m m I t m e n tS Rhode Island earlier in order to decarbonize the vehicle fleet by 2050, and many governments are
working to create their own targets for light, medium-, and heavy-duty vehicles os morket
United Kingdom  developments and technology allows. We also strive to transition offroad vehicles, rail, ond
Vermont the maritime and aviation systems along a similar path toward increasingly zero-emission
solutions for the movement of passengers and freight

™ S C i e n t i f i C & Te C h n i C G I C OO p e rG t i O n (.I 5 CO m m it m e n tS vo— Long-term dlimate stabilization will require confinued reductions in vehicle emissions.

Achieving dimate gools requires accelerating ZEV adoption over time while simultaneously
working to reduce upstream emissions. We will work to fully reclize the climote change
benefits of ZEVs and want to raise our ambition as ZEV technology and markets advance.

L]
® LO W E n fo r C e m e n t .I 4 C O m m I t m e n t S Accelerating ZEV deployment will achieve greenhouse gas emissions reductions of several
billion tons of carbon dioxide per year by 2050.

We will continue to toke actions to overcome any barriers, achieve our targets, and increase
N ZEV adoption to meet dimate change while emphosizing more equitable access to clean
PY E m e rg e n C M q n O e m e nt ('I 2 C O m m It m e n ts) transportation and mobility options. In an era of global avtomobile markets and
y g manufacturing, we will act together, shering our experiences and best ideas. ZEV Alliance
members have committed to the adopfion of tens of millions of ZEVs. We will do our share or

more to accelerate the global ZEV transition.
As appropriate for each jurisdiction, we will:

e Miscellaneous ( 12 commitment S) « Provida incmvives and uss face plicy to secourge the purchons of ZEV

»  Set and achieve targets for smart charging and refueling infrastructure simultaneocus with
ZEV deployments to encourage driver confidence and avoid upstream emissions

Perform public outreach to increase consumer awareness and acceptance

Implement policies thot require the deployment of ZEVs ond support the used market
Lead by example through the inclusion of ZEVs in government and public sector fleets
Perform and commission research and development in ZEV technology and social science

« Public Health (10 commitments)

For more information contact the ZEV Alliance Secretariat, the International Council on Clean

. Finance (9 commitments)

November 10, 2021

» Tourism (7 commitments) bl



Using the Commitment Index

This powerful tool helps

researchers locate a commitment [l reicin T, (IRl

quickly and intuitively

State (U.5.) Country Subject

« Search by key criteria:

Search U.S. State Commitments with Foreign Governments

o Keywords (Text) Tt v | greatlakes

o State State v New York

o Country County v Canada

o Subject A

o Date

o Commitment number Date:{YW\’}ETu:{YWYJESnﬁhy: Relevance

o Title

o Description




Understanding the Metadata

« Commitment Title: Link directly
to the full-text of the
commitment

- State: All states involved

- Country: All countries involved

 Subject: Assigned subject
category

- Date Sighed: Date commitment
was signed

 Description: Searchable
description of the commitment

State Commitments - Oregon

Annex B to the Pacific Northwest Emergency Management Arrangement of 1996
between the Governmenis of the State of Alaska, the State of Idaho, the State of
Oregon, the State of Washington, the Province of British Columbia and the Yukon
Government

State: Alaska; Idaho; Oregon; Washington

Country: Canada

Subject: Emergency Management

Date Signed: 3/27/2007

Short Description: Agreement to provide for the possibility of mutual assistance in
managing any emergency or disaster upon request from a signatory.




YOUR LEGAL

Affordable,
Long-Term Access R

One-time payment:
$295.00

& MyHein Profile ¥ What'sNew ~ Help ¥ Connect ¥ Account v

* Includes access to database and one
copy of the print version

. . ) ) U.S. STATE
° CUStomerS WIII nOt be InVOlced Ogaln Search U.S. State Commitments with Foreign Governments COMNI“IVEMENTS
o - o o It Digs FOREIGN
until the next edition is released, which = > GOVERNMENTS
Is tentatively slated for 3-4 years after 2
publication of the first edition. At that S
time, the database will be updated F bl

with new agreements obtained via
freedom-of-information requests.




Questions?

We have a dedicated Support
Team on standby ready to assist
you with any of your questions.

You can also access our robust
collection of help resources.

(800) 277-6995
holsupport@wshein.com

YouTube
Videos

L
\Ol

Knowledge
Base

HEINONLINE

SUPPORT

e

Phone Support

LibGuides

LS

SR

Live Chat



Thank You

(800) 277-6995
holsupport@wshein.com
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