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We’ll explore how HeinOnline 
has used citation data over 
time, the significant impact it 
had within the library 
community, and how it led us to 
develop our own author 
rankings.

What We’ll Cover
1

2

HeinOnline’s ScholarCheck

HeinOnline’s ScholarRank

History of U.S. News Ranking

HeinOnline’s Scholarly Impact Ranking

ORCID & Altmetric Integrations

3

4

5



Analyze the most cited 
journals, articles, 

authors, and more

2008
ScholarCheck is Created

ScholarCheck is a powerful suite of tools that highlights the most cited and 
influential journal articles and legal cases related to your area of research.

Analyze articles most 
cited by other articles, 
most cited by cases, 
and most accessed 
during a rolling 12-

month period

Link directly to cited 
material that is 

available in HeinOnline

Sort search results by 
number of times cited 
by articles, number of 
times cited by cases, 
and number of times 

accessed 



ScholarCheck
In HeinOnline

o Search results

o Viewing a document

o Hyperlinking in documents

o Author Profile Pages



August 2014
ScholarRank is Created
ScholarRank is a monthly updated 
author ranking based on key 
ScholarCheck metrics. It uses a 
standardized formula to compare 
authors and highlight overall impact, 
with results shown on each author’s 
HeinOnline profile.

How is ScholarRank Determined?ScholarRank’s 
Top 50 
Articles

ScholarRank’s 
Top 250 
Journals

ScholarRank’s 
Top 250 
Authors

https://help.heinonline.org/kb/how-is-scholarrank-determined/
https://help.heinonline.org/kb/how-is-scholarrank-determined/
https://help.heinonline.org/kb/how-is-scholarrank-determined/


U.S. News decided 
that it would not 
proceed with its 

previously proposed 
law school scholarly 

impact ranking.

History of U.S. News Scholarly Impact Ranking

Hein Approached
Hein is invited by a 
group of law school 

deans and professors 
to collaborate with U.S. 

News on a scholarly 
impact analysis.

Announcement
U.S. News announces 
they are exploring a 

new scholarly impact 
ranking based on 

citation metrics from 
HeinOnline’s Law 
Journal Library.

Hein Asks for Help
Hein invites librarians 

to help verify and 
improve author data 
to ensure accuracy in 

scholarly impact 
metrics.

Decision

Summer 2008 February 2019 April 2019 June 2021



Display your ORCID iD 
on your HeinOnline 

profile to link to your 
ORCID record.

January 2020
HeinOnline Integrates with ORCID

ORCID (Open Researcher & Contributor Identifier) provides unique, 
persistent identifiers (ORCID iDs) to link them to their work and affiliations.

Send all of your works in 
HeinOnline to display on 

your ORCID record

Receive accurate 
attribution for your 

research contributions





March 2024
HeinOnline Integrates with Altmetric
Altmetric follows online attention across news outlets, websites, 
blogs, social media, and more, tracking thousands of online 
conversations to uncover the societal impact of scholarly works.



Altmetric in HeinOnline



April 2025
Hein Starts Creating Scholarly Impact Rankings

The goal of the project is to design modern, accurate scholarly ranking pages for both Global 
Rankings and ABA-accredited law schools that reflect current research priorities and 

institutional impact, based exclusively on HeinOnline citation data. 

The rankings span 25 
subjects, drawn from the 

top 30 ABA law school 
faculty interests & 

PathFinder

The most influential legal 
scholars, journals, and 
institutions worldwide 
and across all ABA-

accredited law schools

Built in-house, these 
rankings reflect 

comprehensive citation 
data across HeinOnline’s 

full journal database

Each ranking includes 100 
entries and is refreshed 

with every monthly 
content release when 

citations are reindexed



Ranking Categories

ABA-Approved Law Schools
• Most-Cited Authors
• Most-Cited Authors by Subject
• Most-Cited Institutions by Author Affiliation
• Most-Cited Institutions by Flagship Journal
• Most-Cited Institutions by Subject

• Most-Cited Articles
• Most-Cited Authors
• Most-Cited Authors by Subject
• Most-Cited Journals (non-US)
• Most-Cited Journals (US)
• Most-Recently Accessed Authors (Past 12 months)

Global



Found in the 
Law Journal 
Library



HeinOnline’s Scholarly Impact Rankings

Design, layout, and other visual elements are subject to change as we continue to refine and improve the user 
experience based on feedback and testing.



HeinOnline’s Scholarly Impact Rankings

See Scholarly Impact Rankings live

https://27.heinonline.org/test_d/scholarly-impact-ranking-in


HeinOnline Hundred
The ‘HeinOnline Hundred’ is a brand-new, 
annually published ranking that will 
highlight the top 100 authors offered as a 
snapshot in time.

Content 
published in 
the past 5 
years only

This will be a 
global 

ranking of all 
authors

Ranking will 
be updated 

annually



Questions?

Our rankings are part of an ongoing, evolving 
process.

We are committed to regularly auditing and 
enhancing our data and metrics, and we 
welcome feedback to ensure continued 
accuracy and value.
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