
The Complete Periodical Literature of Law Librarianship is a 
groundbreaking resource, three decades in the making, that bridges 
the historical depth and contemporary challenges of the profession. 
Curated by a father-daughter editorial team with unparalleled expertise, 
this searchable HeinOnline database features over 5,000 meticulously 
annotated articles, empowering researchers to navigate the evolution 
of law librarianship in the United States and Canada with ease. From its 
exhaustive annotations to its user-friendly platform, this transformative 
tool is designed to illuminate the profession’s past, inform its present, 
and inspire its future.
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By Michael J. Slinger, retired law library director and Emeritus Professor of Law,, and 
Sarah C. Slinger, Associate Director for Research Services at the University of Georgia School of Law

UNVEILING 30 YEARS OF LAW LIBRARIANSHIP: 
YOUR ULTIMATE RESEARCH COMPANION

NEW PRINT & 
ONLINE RESOURCE

Annotated indexes eliminate irrelevant results, guiding librarians straight to what matters most.

HUMAN-APPLIED ANNOTATIONS

A fully searchable bibliography of 
5,000+ annotated law review articles, 

saving users time by streamlining 
research efforts.

LANDMARK ARTICLES

Leverage articles assigned by 
significance, including “Landmark,” 
“Continuing Value,” and “Historical 

Value” to quickly find relevant 
research.

STREAMLINED NAVIGATION

Advanced search, metadata, 
and significance ratings simplify 
finding relevant law librarianship 
materials by subject, audience, 

and importance.

The Complete Periodical Literature of Law Librarianship is a game-changing resource for anyone researching the field. Painstakingly 
compiled over decades by Michael J. Slinger and Sarah C. Slinger, this unparalleled tool distills and annotates over 5,000 articles 
spanning the history of the profession—covering every major author, topic, and era. With expertly crafted summaries, subject indexing, 
and evaluations of each article’s significance, it dramatically simplifies the research process. As a law library historian, writer, and editor, I 
can’t imagine tackling any issue in law librarianship without it. My only regret is that it wasn’t available sooner.

Frank G. Houdek
Emeritus Professor, Southern Illinois University Simmons Law School; Former Editor of Law Library Journal (1994–2007); Past 
President of AALL (1996–97)

WINNER OF THE 2025 JOSEPH L. ANDREWS LEGAL LITERATURE AWARD



At least one of each of the following attributes are applied to every indexed article:

3. SUBJECTS
The Complete Periodical Literature on Law Librarianship features 100 subjects, streamlining your research process. 
These subjects include:

•	 Academic Law Libraries (1,700+ aricles)
•	 Legal Research (1,200+ articles)
•	 Law Librarians (1,200+ articles)
•	 Administartion of Law Libraries (1,000+ articles)
•	 Collection Development & Use (1,000+ articles)
•	 Law Librarians--Duties (1,000+ articles)

•	 Careers (800+ articles) 
•	 Computer Assisted Research (850+ articles)
•	 Technology (750+ articles)
•	 Statistics (750+ articles)
•	 Teachers & Teaching (700+ articles)
•	 And many more!

1. SIGNIFICANCE
Significance is assigned to each article and an article may have more than one significiance value assigned to it. Users 
can browse, search, and filter search results by Significance. The Significance is appended after the article publication 
year.
Articles are assigned at least one of the following:

•	 Landmark = of both great value and lasting 
importance.

•	 Continuing Value = useful for current readers

•	 Historical Value = of historical interest

2. LIBRARY TYPE
Each article has been assigned a designation indicating the primary law library audience to which the article is most 
directed. The Library Type Categories are:

•	 General Libraries (2,000+ articles)
•	 Academic Law Libraries (1,400+ articles)
•	 Canada (350+ articles)
•	 Law Firm Libraries (350+ articles)
•	 State & Municipal Law Libraries (100+ articles)
•	 Federal Libraries (100 articles)
•	 Public Law Libraries (90 articles)
•	 County Law Libraries (80 articles)
•	 Court Libraries (70+ articles)
•	 Foreign & International Law Libraries & 
       Law Librarians (65 articles)

•	 Bar Association Libraries (60+ articles)
•	 Private Law Libraries (50+ articles)
•	 Prison Law Libraries (35+ articles)
•	 Non-law Libraries (20 articles)
•	 Special Libraries (10+ articles)
•	 Law Society Libraries (9 articles)
•	 Corporate Law Libraries (8 articles)
•	 Military Libraries (6 articles)
•	 Satellite Libraries (5 articles)
•	 Government Libraries (1 article)
•	 Medical Libraries (1 article)

4. ANNOTATIONS
The Annotations were written by the editors to provide the reader with a detailed look inside each article. These 
Annotations highlight the major themes and topics included within the article.



BIBLIOGRAPHIES & GUIDES
The database also includes several hundred bibliographies, identified by the editors as valuable resources for the field 
of law librarianship. While these bibliographies may lack the detailed metadata assigned to articles, they remain highly 
relevant and are fully integrated into the custom search index. For added convenience, they are also listed separately 
under a dedicated Bibliography & Research Guides tab.

HEINONLINE ARTICLE INTEGRATION
The full text of more than 90% of the articles in Complete Periodical Literature of Law Librarianship are available 
in HeinOnline. When an article is available in full text, it will appear as a hyperlink. Please note, a subscription to 
HeinOnline’s Law Journal Library is required to access the full text.

ARTICLE SELECTION GUIDELINES
The following criteria were used to determine the articles included in the Complete Periodical Literature of Law Librarianship:

1. All scholarly articles on law librarianship topics with a United States and/or Canadian focus.
2. Non-scholarly law librarianship articles judged to be of practical use to law librarians, or articles that are of historical importance to   
    law librarianship, with a United States and/or Canadian focus.
3. Articles on legal research or related instruction such as legal writing, authored by law librarians.
4. Articles on law librarianship or law library topics written by non-law librarians.
5. Articles on law librarianship in a foreign journal with a U.S. or Canadian focus.

Please note: Spanish-language articles that fit the above criteria, if authored by U.S. or Canadian law librarians, will be added in a future update.

Not included are:

1. Legal research, legal writing, or law school instruction articles written solely by non-law librarians.
2. Columns or regular features in non-scholarly law librarianship publications that, in the editors’ judgement, are ephemeral.
3. Articles written by law librarians on non-law librarianship or non-legal research instruction topics.
4. Articles from regional law librarianship publications, such as AALL chapter publications.
5. Newsletter articles.
6. Articles on law librarianship that primarily have a foreign or international subject matter focus, unless they also have a significant		
    comparative nexus with U.S. and/or Canadian law librarianship.
7. Books or book chapters.
8. Reports or proceedings from professional meetings unless they discuss substantive law librarianship topics.
9. Annotations or bibliographies or research guides are not provided.

Please note: the editors attempted to find and include every article on law librarianship that met the above criteria. Readers should contact the editors concerning any 
article not included that they believe meets the selection criteria.

Other features of the database include:
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•	 Includes access to the HeinOnline database and one copy of the print edition.
•	 Updates will be made to the HeinOnline database on an annual basis. No future print editions are planned.
•	 Customers on standing order for the AALL Publication Series will automatically receive the print edition and be granted 

access to the HeinOnline database.
•	 Subscribers of Spinelli’s Law Library Reference Shelf receive a 10% discount to the database.

For more information please contact the Marketing Department at marketing@wshein.com or 800-828-7571.

Michael J. Slinger Sarah C. Slinger

ABOUT THE EDITORS

The Complete Periodical Literature of Law Librarianship represents 30 years of collabortation, and expertise from its editors, 
a father-daughter duo whose shared mission provides a unique multigenerational perspective on the profession.

Michael J. Slinger, a retired law library director and Emeritus Professor of Law, brings 38 years of professional experience, 
including leadership roles at renowned institutions like Notre Dame, Suffolk University, Cleveland State University, and 
Widener University. A seasoned educator and scholar, he has authored numerous articles and is a two-time recipient of the 
AALL Call for Papers Competition award.

Sarah C. Slinger, Associate Director for Research Services at the University of Georgia School of Law, is an accomplished 
educator and scholar with experience at institutions including Florida International University, the University of Miami, 
and the University of Michigan Law School. Her award-winning work spans law librarianship and environmental law, and 
she actively contributes to the field through academic publications and leadership roles on editorial boards of Law Library 
Journal and Legal Reference Services Quarterly.


