
The U.S. Congressional 
Serial Set 
You asked for it. We delivered. 



Background 
In October 2018, HeinOnline embarked on the enormous 
undertaking of releasing the U.S. Congressional Serial Set. 
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Due to the enormity of the Serial Set, HeinOnline is releasing the 
archive in phases with the goal of adding about 4 million pages  
each year until it is completed.  

HeinOnline has chosen to include the U.S. Congressional Serial 
Set at no additional charge for the following groups: 

• HeinOnline Academic+ Subscribers 
• HeinOnline Core+ Subscribers 
• Subscribers to HeinOnline’s U.S. Congressional Documents 



What is the Serial Set? 
A Quintessential Tool for Researching  U.S. History 
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The Serial Set 
The U.S. Congressional Serial Set is considered an essential 
publication for the study of American history. 

W
ill

ia
m

 S
. H

ei
n 

&
 C

o.
, I

nc
. 

Spanning more than two centuries with more than 17,000 
volumes, records in this series include House and Senate 
Documents, House and Senate Reports, and much more.  

U.S. Congressional Documents from 1789 to 1817 are published 
under American State Papers, consisting of 38 volumes. The two 
series overlap, as American State Papers covers through 1838.  



Coverage in the Serial Set 

Dates: 1789-1838 
Congress: 1st-25th 
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American State Papers 

Dates: 1817-Current 
Congress: 15th-Current 

U.S. Congressional Serial Set 
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Phase 1 
Obtaining, Digitizing, and Indexing the Volumes of the 

Serial Set in HeinOnline 
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Growth by Volumes 
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More than 3,400 volumes added since the first release. 
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Growth by Pages 
More than 2.3 million pages added since the first release. 



Phase 1 Overall Progress 
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Indexed Records 
Available in HeinOnline 

100% 87% 

Links to Full Text in 
HeinOnline or HathiTrust 

Full Text Documents 
Available in HeinOnline 

55% 



Who was the only U.S. president to die in the 
Capitol Building?  

Pop Quiz 

A) John Quincy 
Adams 

B) John Adams 

C) James Madison D) Andrew Jackson 



Who was the only U.S. president to die in the 
Capitol Building?  

Pop Quiz 

A) John Quincy 
Adams 

John Quincy Adams suffered a massive cerebral hemorrhage 
while speaking in the Capitol Building in 1848. 



Using the Serial Set 
Tips and Tricks for Researching in the Database 



Features 
The Phase 1 launch includes custom features not available in any 
other resource, including: 
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• Volume Quick Locator, allowing users to simply enter a Serial 
Set volume number to retrieve the content. 

• Citation Quick Locator, allowing users to enter a House or 
Senate document/report citation for quick retrieval. 

• Multiple browse options to accommodate different research 
methods.  

• Color-coded H indicators to help users determine volume and 
document availability. 

• Advanced Search Tool, allowing for easy searching of the 
extensive metadata indexing.  



Researching in the Serial Set 
Select the U.S. Congressional Serial Set from 
the HeinOnline welcome page to access all 
content in the database. 

The default landing page directs users to the full 
list of Congress numbers available within the 
collection. 

Volume and Citation Quick Locator tools enable 
users to enter a Serial Set volume number or 
citation to retrieve content.  
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Volumes within a Congress 
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Once a Congress number has been selected, 
users are redirected to the complete list of 
volumes within the selected Congress. 

Colored icons indicate whether full text 
coverage or indexing-only is currently available. 

Selecting a volume number within a Congress 
brings users to a title, type of document, year, 
and citation formats.  



Interpreting the Icons 
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Blue and Orange: This icon indicates that this Serial Set volume has been digitized and is available within 
HeinOnline as well as HathiTrust Digital Library. 

Blue: This icon indicates that this Serial Set volume has been digitized and is available within the HeinOnline 
database. 

Partially Blue: This icon indicates that this Serial Set volume is partially available within the HeinOnline 
database.  

Orange: This icon indicates that this Serial Set volume is available in HathiTrust Digital Library and will link to 
the specific Serial Set volume within the collection. 

Red: This icon indicates that this volume/document was assigned a serial number but it was not distributed 
or used.  

Gray: This icon indicates that this Serial Set volume is not yet available in HeinOnline or the HathiTrust Digital 
Library. 
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Searching the Metadata 

Selecting the Advanced Search link located 
beneath the main search bar allows users to 
search particular fields within the metadata. 

Users can also choose the method by which to 
sort their search: relevance, volume date (oldest 
or newest first), or document title.  

Advanced Search Example 

https://heinonline.org/HOL/LuceneSearch?collection=usccsset&searchtype=field
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Searching the Metadata 
Search Options Include: 

Section Types Include: 

• Congress 
• Document Number 
• Keywords 

• Title 
• Volume 
• Year 

• American State Papers 
• Congressional Bills 
• House Bills 
• House Documents 
• House Reports 

• Senate Documents 
• Senate Executive Reports 
• Senate Reports 
• Senate Treaty Documents 
• And more! 

Advanced Search Example 

https://heinonline.org/HOL/LuceneSearch?collection=usccsset&searchtype=field
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Help Us Complete the Project 
If your library holds all or part of the Serial Set, and you are willing to assist us in 
completing this project, please contact Shannon Hein at 716-882-2600 or 
shein@wshein.com. 

Special Thanks: 

HeinOnline would like to give a special thanks to Wayne State University, University of 
Utah, and UC Hastings for their generous contributions which have resulted in the 
steady growth of HeinOnline’s U.S. Congressional Serial Set. 

mailto:shein@wshein.com
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Monthly Content Additions 
The number of full-text volumes of the Serial Set in HeinOnline will 
continue to grow monthly by nearly 350,000 pages a month, or 4 
million pages a year.  

Future Releases 

Phase II of the Release 
Phase II of the Serial Set project will include oversized foldouts and 
maps. Users will be kept up to date on the status of the project via 
email, the monthly HeinOnline Newsletter, and the HeinOnline blog.  

Secrets of the Serial Set 
Don’t forget to subscribe to the HeinOnline Blog to receive our 
monthly blog series, Secrets of the Serial Set. Each month, we unearth 
a new historical gem that can be found within. 

https://home.heinonline.org/blog/
https://home.heinonline.org/blog/secrets-of-the-serial-set/


Which is the world’s “tallest” mountain, when 
measured from base to summit? 

Pop Quiz 

A) Mt. Everest B) Mt. Kilimanjaro 

C) Mt. Fuji D) Mauna Kea 



Which is the world’s tallest mountain, when 
measured between base and summit? 

Pop Quiz 

D) Mauna Kea 

While Mount Everest has the highest altitude of any world 
mountain, Mauna Kea is “taller” when measured from underwater 
base to peak (10,000 meters).  



Questions? 
(800) 277-6995 

 
Live Chat 

 
holsupport@wshein.com 
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