
Scottish Legal History
Featuring Publications of the Stair Society

Nearly 8 centuries of unique legal research material!

INCLUDES THE HISTORY OF SCOTS LAW DATING BACK TO A.D. 1225!

STAIR SOCIETY BACKGROUND INFORMATION

Founded in 1934, the Stair Society serves to encourage the study and advance the knowledge of the history 
of Scots Law by the publication of original documents and by the reprinting and editing of works of sufficient 
rarity or importance. It is named after Scotland’s greatest jurist, James Dalrymple, 1st Viscount Stair, whose 
Institutions of the Law of Scotland, first published in 1681, were the foundation of modern Scots law.

As part of its aim to further the study of Scots legal history, the Society produces printed and electronic 
publications, specifically an annual volume along with other occasional publications. 

HEINONLINE HAS PARTNERED WITH THE STAIR SOCIETY!

HeinOnline has partnered with the Stair Society to bring the history of Scots Law to the forefront, providing 
access in an online searchable format that has never been available before. This library contains official 
publications from the Stair Society including the Stair Society Main (Annual) Series Vols. 1-67 (1936-2020), 
and the Supplementary Series Vols. 1-3.

In addition to the publications of the Stair Society, researchers will find influential works and links to scholarly 
articles relating to Scottish Legal History.

HEINONLINE COVERAGE

Stair Society Main (Annual) Series Vols. 1-67 (1936-2020)
When the Stair Society was founded in 1934, material in Scotland for the legal historian was curiously sparse. This is remarkable 
because there are few countries whose legal inheritance is more varied than that of Scotland. For their first publication in 1935, 
the Society chose to produce an introductory survey of the sources and literature of Scots Law. This first volume provided the first 
comprehensive legal-historical bibliography available for the law of Scotland and, by means of short introductory essays, canvassed 
the sources available.



Browse Options
Browse the Stair Society Main (Annual) Series by Stair Volume or Publication Year, Title, Title Volume, Coverage or Editor, using a 
custom chart of documents. Sort the chart by any of these parameters.

Stair Society Supplementary Series Vols. 1-3
The Supplementary Series contains the following three volumes:

• College of Justice - Supp. Vol. I (1990)
• Civil Law Tradition in Scotland - Supp. Vol II (1995)
• Guide to the National Archives of Scotland - Supp. Vol III (1996) 

Other Works on Scottish Legal History
This collection also includes a variety of other works related to Scots Law and Scottish legal history, including:

• Criminal Trials in Scotland: From A.D. 1488 to A.D. 1624. Embracing the Entire Reigns of James IV and V, Mary Queen of Scots, 
and James VI

• Decisions of the Court of Session, from Its Institution until the Separation of the Court into Two Divisions in the Year 1808, 
Digested under Proper Heads, in the Form of a Dictionary

• Lectures on Scotch Legal Antiquities
• Lord Chancellors of Scotland from the Institution of the Office to the Treaty of Union
• Ecclesiastical Records of England, Ireland, and Scotland, from the Fifth Century Till the Reformation: Being an Epitome of British 

Councils, the Legatine and Provincial Constitutions, and Other Memorials of the Olden Time, with Prolegomena and Notes

Scholarly Law Review Articles on Scottish Legal History
HeinOnline’s Scottish Legal History library contains links to more than 150 scholarly law review articles* related to the study of Scots 
Law and Scottish legal history.
 *You must be subscribed to the appropriate HeinOnline library to access the law review articles.
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Appeals Cases

• Cases Decided in the House of Lords, on Appeal from the Courts of Scotland - 7v. London: William Blackwood and Sons, 
1843-1852

• Cases Decided in the House of Lords, on Appeal from the Courts of Scotland - 7v. Edinburgh: William Blackwood, 1829-1839
• Reports of Cases Decided in the House of Lords, upon Appeal from Scotland, from 1726 to [1822] - 6v. Edinburgh: T. & T. Clark, 

1849-1856
• Reports of Cases Heard in the House of Lords, on Appeals and Writs of Error; and Decided During the Session 1819 - 4v. 

London: Printed for J. and W. T. Clarke, 1823-1827
• Cases Decided in the House of Lords, on Appeal from the Courts of Scotland, 3 & 4 Victoriae, Session of Parliament 1840 - 2v. 

Edinburgh: William Blackwood and Sons, 1840-1842
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For more information about either the Scottish Legal History Library or the Selden Society 
Publications, including pricing, please contact your sales representative, or Marketing at  

marketing@wshein.com or 800-828-7571.

Also available in HeinOnline...

Selden Society Publications and the History of Early English Law

Search across manuscripts, records, cases, plea rolls, and more dating back to A.D. 1200!

HeinOnline has partnered with the Selden Society organization and the Ames Foundation to bring early English manuscripts, 
yearbooks, and more to the forefront, providing access to early English legal history in an online searchable format that has never 
been available before!

In addition to primary publications from the Selden Society & the Ames Foundation, researchers will also find some of the most 
influential digests, abridgments, and modern encyclopedias that formed the foundation of early English law, and had enduring 
effects on the study of law in America. From Fitzherbert’s Abridgment in 1577, to Rolle’s Abridgment in 1668, to Coke’s Institutes and 
Coke’s Reports from 1979 and 1826, this collection gives researchers a insight into the works of some of the most widely known 
authors of such material.

The collection contains official publications from the Selden Society including the Selden Society Annual Series Vols. 1-129 (1887-
2012), the Supplementary Series Vols. 1-19 (1965-2017), and the Centenary Guide to the Publications of the Selden Society. It also 
includes the Publications of the Ames Foundation and a number of legal classics, digests, encyclopedias and abridgments.

Access to this rare digital collection includes:

• Links to more than 140 law review articles that discuss the development of early English history and more specifically 
the Yearbooks which contain the earliest legal precedents of the common law tradition

• Links to law review articles written by famous English & American lawyers, professors, and jurists including: Francis 
Bacon, F.W. Maitland, Frederick Pollock and more!

• Ability to browse law review articles by title or by author
• More than 200 English Legal History Classics including abridgments, digests, and dictionaries with more to come; will 

include more than 50 new titles not found elsewhere in HeinOnline!


